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Welcometo our Newsletter
This month our trip wasto the beautiful Fleuriel
Peninsular, down south. The weather although w
was gratefully appeciated aad made for an interestin
trip. | was not able toget the car washed (Phil wze
busy!!) wntil the Wednesday after the weekend and
then the mud was pretty well caked on and | coppe
from the gentlemanserving me athe car washg an
extra $15was worth the grat day. Te trip report will
be on the website.

Upcoming Trips

Bridle Track Camp- Wirrabara Forrest Long Weekend
June 6th,7th & 8th. Cuffs will be sending out
information.

Meetings

Our meetings are held on the first Wednesday of eve
month at CavanJune09 meeting is scheduled f&
June 2009

Member Profile
Still waiting on Caroly@ profile¢ shehas been busy
touring the world, but | am working on her!

Hi lift jack

A device for raising the vehicle to unsafe heigl

Difficult to carry unless you have a roof rack or ht

protrusions on the back of thieuck like akaymar thing.
These are not to be confused with Kmart things. A |

jack needs to be ; '
cleaned and -
oiled frequently
as they attract
all the dust mud
and dirt in a 50k
radius. They cangs
get you up and
leave you there.
Or get you down faster than is satdilift jacks are only
safe when you have them bolted to the vehicle

show. This pic shows the human version!! Thanks Ge

A woman's heart beats
faster than a man's. J
Thanks Carolyn!

Contributions

Members are encourag to contribute to our
Newsletter. Any clean jokes, recipes, handy hint:
tips, and of course please feel free to email me y
profile. | try to get the newsletter out by the 15of
each month. My emalil address
helentaylor@adam.com.au

| am receiving more contributiong thank you to
everyone. Try and not send giant articlesVhatever
you are sending is greatly appreciated. Most of |
newsletter is made wup from club memb
contributions, not mine Thanks.

There were so many fantastic photos taken of our
SELISNASYyOSa G .t1F01 /2
include all of them in the trip report. | will include a
couple each time in the newsletter, we have a spot
the web page where more photos can be displayec
Thanks to all who providettheir great shots They
were great.
WA

eV

Thanks Rob

The universe may not always play fair, but at le
it's got a hell of a sense of humor.



mailto:helentaylor@adam.com.au

Attachments

At the end of the newsletter areomeattachments,
submitted by Ken P which he thinks might be of intert
to members. Thanks Ken.
John also submitted the information on tyre pressuce
interesting(attached) ThanksJohn

Fuel tips tahelp you save submittedby Debbie R it is
propagandédor BP, but they are good tipS'hanks
Debbie R.
http://www.talkstoppedlongago.com.au/savemorethanfuel.html

Who can forget Cuf® brush with death (Black
Cockatoo!).

Cheersveryone

til next timel!!



http://www.talkstoppedlongago.com.au/savemorethanfuel.html

THE NRAUWHAT IS IT?

The SAAFWDC has an internal organisation of "Units" that are charged with specific responsibilities in representing t
interests, or coordinating the activities, of clubs of the Association. One of those that$\RAU sets the policy
direction of the Association regarding matters pertaining to environment, and represents it on matters of access. Thi
involves preparation of detailed written submissions to government aherinterested parties in presentation of the
views of the Association and its members.

e UNIT COMPOSITIGMhe NRAU has a committee, made up of ? members, representing as many member club:
that will become involved.

e COMMITTEE MEETINGE&urrently we meemonthly, on the 2 Monday of the month.

e UNIT EXPENSE&re basically $400 to $600 per year. Expenses involved include copying, fax machine, fue
expenses for one member to attend Coorong Consultative Committee meetings (four per year). The Departmel
pays Ramsar Meeting costs.

e AIMS- our present focus is 0ACCESSattempting to keep tracks open for our ugewe attempt to influence
the decision making process (where possible through reasonable argument and discussion) when tracks al
camping areasra under threat or restriction, thus hopefully reducing the number of tracks closed as authorities
regulate to overcome problems with incorrect behaviour.

HOW DO WE TRY TO ACHIEVE-WAp@oximately 70% of South Australia is the area we are most tike@hant to use
- these are Pastoral Leases, National Parks (NPs) and Aboriginal Lands. The ALU (Aboriginal Liaison Unit) has been |
work towards gaining improved access Aboriginal Lands.

The other two areas (Pastoral and NPs) is where the NRAbh@#eto influence decisions. Over the years we have
developed close contacts within relevant Government Departments which allow us to monitor any topics of interest tc
the Unit.

We do this by making regular calls to individuals within Government Depaitr@ea = | YR Sy adz2NAy 3 (K
lists for draft management plans and other publications, newsletters, etc. NRAU representatives are involved on variol
committees (see below), and the National Association gives information from around Austraéa.it%ms come up of
interest we analyse and decide whether to comment or adlhe unit attempts to respond in a positive manner to
proposed draft management plans for NPs and other proposals, such as Ramsar (bird protection), West Coast 2(
strategy, awl use of pastoral lands.

?7? Magazines

?? Attending seminars and forums

We research, and may act on any issue which could affect where and how we can drive and camp ??

MEMBERS OF THE NRAU ARE INVOL\bBe ICoorong Consultative Committee (for NPs)aimincka and Strzelecki
Parks Friends, Friends of Coorong, Friends of Simpson Desert, Coorong and Lakes Ramsar (our representative
Coorong Consultative Committee but still able to push 4WD attitude), Coongie Lakes Ramsar, Public Access
Committeeof Pastoral Board, National Council Access Committee, and the Wilderness Committee.

PROTECTED AREAS POLICY and PARTNERSHIP WITth® ARRKtber Clubs have just votetESn favour of it- is
basically a mechanism for regular meetings between SAAF@fDESentatives and NP senior staff and Pastoral Branch

staff to discuss problems, and design ways of overcoming them.

We do not expect to alter existing access in Parks, but when plans come up for review or before draft plans are writte
suggestions wilbe submitted for allowing tracks to remain open as long as they can be shown to be sustainable. |


http://www.saafwdc.asn.au/nrau/nrautop.htm

requires three members of the Association to atten@ theetings a year, and preferably have knowledge of areas under
discussion.

NPs with Protected AreaBolicy may allow access onto management only tracks, particularly if some trade offs are
possible, eg SAAFWDC involvement in track maintenance, bird surveys, clean ups, etc.

Partnership with DEHAA/ NPs. ?7?
Forestry access is hopeful after building uppa and confidence with local managers.
Access into Special AreeaMemorandum of Understanding ??

DO WE ACHIEVE ANYTHIN@®@ think YES It is not always highly visible, but underneath the attitudes to 4WD use
have changed over the years and 4WD togris now recognised as a legitimate form of recreation. We prefer to work
with Departmental personnel rather than politicians, and try to influence decision making behind the scenes.

At the Coorong, we have managed (with the assistance of the Nissaol Eatb involvement) to keep both the 28 and
32 mile crossings open where Management Plans recommended closing one of them down.

On Committees and at seminars and forums we are able to counter negative attitudes to 4WDs and camping, at
sometimes eventudy win people around to our way of thinking. If there is no one there representing SAAFWDC,
attitudes would remain negative along with recommendations for restrictions and closures.

THE NECESSITY FOR CLUBS TO BELONG TO THE STATE ASSOCIATION ANINEHEDBRpart®ents and
Ministers prefer (and sometimes demand) dealing with representatives of the overall movement instead of from
individual clubs. This started back in 1974 when the Anne Welsh report on off road vehicles called for all the State to |
closed to vehicles beyond properly made roads.

WORKING BEES BY CL¢&® a positive step towards continued accesslopt a track in a NP, forest, etaclean up

days in these areas. All great ideas, and feed back from local staff is always posigvprddem is that frequently only
local staff know and appreciate work done. Managers change and new staff have to be educated as to arrangemen
The partnership agreement may help to overcome this).

WE NEED COMMITTED VOLUNTEERS ON THE NRAldomigiter skills; knowledge of the State, NPs, forests, and
pastoral areas; time to go to meetings; knowledge of Government Department ideas; and possibly retired.

IN THE FUTURE YOU WILL NEVER HAVE MORE ACCESS THAN YOU-Hore ateas will be closed the user
pays principle will increaseit is already in national parksoming in private and leasehold areas.

It always amazes us that people spend between $20,000 to $60,000 on a off road vehicle, perhaps another $10,000 o
tent/camper trailer, and mog $s on associated camping equipment. They then want to go and use those assets in
remote area, but object to paying a few dollars to a central organisation that attempts to maintain open access to the
areas which they enjoy.

We also continually have ro f Sya 3ISGdAy3 adzFFAOASYG LIS2LX S (2 @2ftd
F SN} 23S Ofdzo YSYOSNJ 2dzali aSSvya G2 GKAy]l GKFG AdQa yz
good time.This is very short sighted! ever thowght as to whether your children or grand children are going to be able
to have some of the experiences we have had travelling and camping in pristine remote areas.

GET MOTIVATED! GET INVOLVIink passionately about your chosen recreatiogfore its to late, otherwise you

are likely to be jammed into that crowded caravan park along with every body else. That may be slightly over the toj
but really it needs thoughts like that to jolt the uninterested majority into either doing something or at led@sg ¢chat
somebody else is trying.



Believe It Or Believe It Not!

Now this may sound a bit dubious but we did actually find these three bottles buried in the sand on our trip
0KNHzQ GKS {AYL&A2Y 5SASNI ¢AGK G0KS CNASYRa h¥ ¢KS
They could not have been dug upaaimore appropriate time as things wheget a little bit dry.

They were found approximately 19 kims. west from the junction of the Collision and French Lines on the
French Line. They where buried and wrapped in the high tech freezer bubble pachkaggsince thawed,

but not buried deep enoughs the base of one of them was sticking out of the sand maybe 30mm.

This particular ones wine was bruised, but drinkable. The other two where particulgshzocce.

Wefigured they have been buriethere for colection later, has we were not that far from the border of the
Northern Territory and the Central Aboriginal Lands which is a dry (no alcokal)

Ken Paget.

P.S. Still have the empties if you care to see them.

SQubmitted by KenP.







