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Welcome to our Newsletter. 
This month our trip was to the beautiful Fleurieu 
Peninsular, down south.  The weather although wet, 
was gratefully appreciated and made for an interesting 
trip.  I was not able to get the car washed (Phil was 
busy!!) until the Wednesday after the weekend and by 
then the mud was pretty well caked on and I copped it 
from the gentleman serving me at the car wash ς an 
extra $15 was worth the great day.  The trip report will 
be on the website. 
____________________________________________ 
Upcoming Trips 
Bridle Track - Camp - Wirrabara Forrest - Long Weekend 
June 6th, 7th & 8th.  Cuffs will be sending out 
information. 
_____________________________________________ 
Meetings 
Our meetings are held on the first Wednesday of every 
month at Cavan.  June 09 meeting is scheduled for 3 
June 2009. 
_____________________________________________ 
Member Profile 
Still waiting on CarolynΩs profile ς she has been busy 
touring the world, but I am working on her! 
_____________________________________________ 
Hi lift jack 
A device for raising the vehicle to unsafe heights. 
Difficult to carry unless you have a roof rack or huge 
protrusions on the back of the truck like a Kaymar thing. 
These are not to be confused with Kmart things. A hilift 
jack needs to be 
cleaned and 
oiled frequently 
as they attract 
all the dust mud 
and dirt in a 50k 
radius. They can 
get you up and 
leave you there. 
Or get you down faster than is safe. Hilift jacks are only 
safe when you have them bolted to the vehicle for 
show.  This pic shows the human version!! Thanks Geoff 
 
 

Useless Information 
A woman's heart beats 
faster than a man's. 
Thanks Carolyn! 
__________________________________________ 
Contributions 
Members are encouraged to contribute to our 
Newsletter.  Any clean jokes, recipes, handy hints or 
tips, and of course please feel free to email me your 
profile.  I try to get the newsletter out by the 15th of 
each month. My email address is 
helentaylor@adam.com.au 
I am receiving more contributions ς thank you to 
everyone.  Try and not send giant articles.   Whatever 
you are sending is greatly appreciated.  Most of this 
newsletter is made up from club member 
contributions, not mine. Thanks. . 
___________________________________________ 
There were so many fantastic photos taken of our 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀǘ .ƭŀŎƪ /ƻŎƪŀǘƻƻ ǘƘŀǘ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ 
include all of them in the trip report.  I will include a 
couple each time in the newsletter, we have a spot on 
the web page where more photos can be displayed.  
Thanks to all who provided their great shots.  They 
were great. 

 
Thanks Rob 
____________________________________________ 
 

The universe may not always play fair, but at least 
it's got a hell of a sense of humor.  

mailto:helentaylor@adam.com.au


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attachments 
At the end of the newsletter are some attachments, 
submitted by Ken P which he thinks might be of interest 
to members. Thanks Ken.  
John also submitted the information on tyre pressures ς 
interesting (attached) Thanks John 
_____________________________________________ 
Fuel tips to help you save ς submitted by Debbie R ς it is 
propaganda for BP, but they are good tips.  Thanks 
Debbie R. 
http://www.talkstoppedlongago.com.au/savemorethanfuel.html 
_________________________________________________

  

Who can forget CuffΩs brush with death (Black 
Cockatoo!). 

 
Cheers everyone ...... til next time!!!  
 
 
 

http://www.talkstoppedlongago.com.au/savemorethanfuel.html


THE NRAU - WHAT IS IT? 
 

The SAAFWDC has an internal organisation of "Units" that are charged with specific responsibilities in representing the 
interests, or coordinating the activities, of clubs of the Association. One of those Units, the NRAU, sets the policy 
direction of the Association regarding matters pertaining to environment, and represents it on matters of access. This 
involves preparation of detailed written submissions to government and other interested parties in presentation of the 
views of the Association and its members. 
 

 UNIT COMPOSITION ς the NRAU has a committee, made up of ? members, representing as many member clubs 
that will become involved. 

 

 COMMITTEE MEETINGS ς currently we meet monthly, on the 2nd Monday of the month. 
 

 UNIT EXPENSES - are basically $400 to $600 per year. Expenses involved include copying, fax machine, fuel 
expenses for one member to attend Coorong Consultative Committee meetings (four per year). The Department 
pays Ramsar Meeting costs. 

 

 AIMS - our present focus is on ACCESS - attempting to keep tracks open for our use ς we attempt to influence 
the decision making process (where possible through reasonable argument and discussion) when tracks and 
camping areas are under threat or restriction, thus hopefully reducing the number of tracks closed as authorities 
regulate to overcome problems with incorrect behaviour.  

 
HOW DO WE TRY TO ACHIEVE THIS - Approximately 70% of South Australia is the area we are most likely to want to use 
- these are Pastoral Leases, National Parks (NPs) and Aboriginal Lands. The ALU (Aboriginal Liaison Unit) has been left to 
work towards gaining improved access Aboriginal Lands. 
 
The other two areas (Pastoral and NPs) is where the NRAU attempts to influence decisions. Over the years we have 
developed close contacts within relevant Government Departments which allow us to monitor any topics of interest to 
the Unit. 
 
We do this by making regular calls to individuals within Government DepartmenǘΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ bw!¦ ƛǎ ƻƴ ƳŀƛƭƛƴƎ 
lists for draft management plans and other publications, newsletters, etc. NRAU representatives are involved on various 
committees (see below), and the National Association gives information from around Australia. When items come up of 
interest we analyse and decide whether to comment or not - the unit attempts to respond in a positive manner to 
proposed draft management plans for NPs and other proposals, such as Ramsar (bird protection), West Coast 2000 
strategy, and use of pastoral lands. 
 
?? Magazines 
 
?? Attending seminars and forums 
 
We research, and may act on any issue which could affect where and how we can drive and camp ?? 
 
MEMBERS OF THE NRAU ARE INVOLVED IN ς the Coorong Consultative Committee (for NPs), Innamincka and Strzelecki 
Parks Friends, Friends of Coorong, Friends of Simpson Desert, Coorong and Lakes Ramsar (our representative is on 
Coorong Consultative Committee but still able to push 4WD attitude), Coongie Lakes Ramsar, Public Access Sub 
Committee of Pastoral Board, National Council Access Committee, and the Wilderness Committee. 
 
PROTECTED AREAS POLICY and PARTNERSHIP WITH PARKS - the member Clubs have just voted YES in favour of it - is 
basically a mechanism for regular meetings between SAAFWDC representatives and NP senior staff and Pastoral Branch 
staff to discuss problems, and design ways of overcoming them. 
 
We do not expect to alter existing access in Parks, but when plans come up for review or before draft plans are written, 
suggestions will be submitted for allowing tracks to remain open as long as they can be shown to be sustainable. It 

http://www.saafwdc.asn.au/nrau/nrautop.htm


requires three members of the Association to attend 2-3 meetings a year, and preferably have knowledge of areas under 
discussion. 
 
NPs with Protected Areas Policy may allow access onto management only tracks, particularly if some trade offs are 
possible, eg SAAFWDC involvement in track maintenance, bird surveys, clean ups, etc. 
 
Partnership with DEHAA/ NPs. ?? 
 
Forestry access is hopeful after building up rapport and confidence with local managers. 
 
Access into Special Areas ς Memorandum of Understanding ?? 
 
DO WE ACHIEVE ANYTHING? - we think YES. It is not always highly visible, but underneath the attitudes to 4WD use 
have changed over the years and 4WD touring is now recognised as a legitimate form of recreation. We prefer to work 
with Departmental personnel rather than politicians, and try to influence decision making behind the scenes. 
 
At the Coorong, we have managed (with the assistance of the Nissan Patrol Club involvement) to keep both the 28 and 
32 mile crossings open where Management Plans recommended closing one of them down. 
 
On Committees and at seminars and forums we are able to counter negative attitudes to 4WDs and camping, and 
sometimes eventually win people around to our way of thinking. If there is no one there representing SAAFWDC, 
attitudes would remain negative along with recommendations for restrictions and closures. 
 
THE NECESSITY FOR CLUBS TO BELONG TO THE STATE ASSOCIATION AND FEDERAL COUNCIL - Departments and 
Ministers prefer (and sometimes demand) dealing with representatives of the overall movement instead of from 
individual clubs. This started back in 1974 when the Anne Welsh report on off road vehicles called for all the State to be 
closed to vehicles beyond properly made roads. 
 
WORKING BEES BY CLUBS ς are a positive step towards continued access - adopt a track in a NP, forest, etc ς clean up 
days in these areas. All great ideas, and feed back from local staff is always positive. (One problem is that frequently only 
local staff know and appreciate work done. Managers change and new staff have to be educated as to arrangements. 
The partnership agreement may help to overcome this). 
 
WE NEED COMMITTED VOLUNTEERS ON THE NRAU WITH - computer skills; knowledge of the State, NPs, forests, and 
pastoral areas; time to go to meetings; knowledge of Government Department ideas; and possibly retired. 
 
IN THE FUTURE YOU WILL NEVER HAVE MORE ACCESS THAN YOU HAVE NOW - more areas will be closed ς the user 
pays principle will increase ς it is already in national parks - coming in private and leasehold areas. 
 
It always amazes us that people spend between $20,000 to $60,000 on a off road vehicle, perhaps another $10,000 on a 
tent/camper trailer, and more $s on associated camping equipment. They then want to go and use those assets in a 
remote area, but object to paying a few dollars to a central organisation that attempts to maintain open access to the 
areas which they enjoy. 
 
We also continually have prƻōƭŜƳǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ƻƴǘƻ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜǎ ǘƻ άŦƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƎƘǘέΦ ¢ƘŜ 
ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ Ŏƭǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ 
good time. This is very short sighted! - ever thought as to whether your children or grand children are going to be able 
to have some of the experiences we have had travelling and camping in pristine remote areas. 
 
GET MOTIVATED! GET INVOLVED! - think passionately about your chosen recreation before its too late, otherwise you 
are likely to be jammed into that crowded caravan park along with every body else. That may be slightly over the top, 
but really it needs thoughts like that to jolt the uninterested majority into either doing something or at least caring that 
somebody else is trying. 

 



 

Believe It Or Believe It Not! 

Now this may sound a bit dubious but we did actually find these three bottles buried in the sand on our trip 

ǘƘǊǳΩ ǘƘŜ {ƛƳǇǎƻƴ 5ŜǎŜǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ hŦ ¢ƘŜ {ƛƳǇǎƻƴ 5ŜǎŜǊǘ ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜ aŀȅ нллуΦ 

They could not have been dug up at a more appropriate time as things where get a little bit dry.  

They were found approximately 19 klms. west from the junction of the Collision and French Lines on the 

French Line. They where buried and wrapped in the high tech freezer bubble packaging, long since thawed, 

but not buried deep enough as the base of one of them was sticking out of the sand maybe 30mm. 

This particular ones wine was bruised, but drinkable. The other two where particularly niiyyicccce. 

We figured they have been buried there for collection later, has we were not that far from the border of the 

Northern Territory and the Central Aboriginal Lands which is a dry (no alcohol) area. 

Ken Paget. 

P.S. Still have the empties if you care to see them.  

Submitted by Ken P. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


