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This was our second trip to the Gawler Ranges, the previous one taken last year

also over the October long weekend. Carolyn once again put it together for us.

However this time we were lucky enough to s
certainly made life more comfortable.

As per last year, most of us travelled to Pt Augusta on the Friday night and met
at the Stirling North Hotel for dinner. This year Phil and | were accompanied by
my son Jim. Our trip to Pt Augusta was uneventful, and we enjoyed a lovely
meal at the hotel. We made sure we were clear on our meeting place in the
morning i Kimba 1 just so Henry and Helen made it there safely!

Our journey to Kimba the next morning was slow as we were all stuck behind the

enormous mining trucks being towed over to the west coast. They are amazing

pieces of machinery. We refueled at Kimba and headed into the Ranges. We

tried to take the Buckleboo Stock Route, but because we had trailers we were

unable to make the large sandy hills. Sadly we had to turn around T easier said

than done! After a quick ©pit stostpverd 0 gauge
we Cuffs!), we found our way to the Shearer:
our rooms, unpacked and set up our campfire, it was time for dinner and a

gossip. The kitchen facilities were fantastic, and we had much fun trying to cook

our meals and find space not to trip over one another. The aroma of all the

different meals was wonderful. Some of us found that the dining room in the
Shearerds Quarters was much more comfortabl
and there we stayed!! After a very comf ortable night and a great sleep 1 | think

that Jimmyds singing to the 1 Pod got the thi
morning.

On Sunday, we spent the day driving around the beautiful Gawler Ranges. The
landscape was so different than last year. It was beautiful and green and we

were lucky enough to spot plenty of wildflo
Paney Homestead, the Organ Pipes and some other places like waterfalls and
others that I canot remember . | tg (owas wond

glittering!) down the rocks testament to the recent rains. | was lucky this year
to be able to clamber further into the cliffs and | enjoyed the scenery very much.
We enjoyed a wonderful lunch at the Organ Pipes.

After a long day travelling around the Ranges, we headed back to the Shearers
Quarters, where Phil managed to get the donkey going for some much
appreciated hot water to the shower block. After around half an hour we were

able to have a wonderful hot shower and also had much fun enjoying Phi | 6 s
antics whilst we waited for the water to heat up.

Then it was off to the kitchen to cook up a storm for the shared meal. We
gorged ourselves on a wonderful assortment of meats and salads and afterwards



sat around the campfire under the beautiful stars. The Southern Cross was
especially bright. A wonderful full moon provided some fantastic pictures.

Another comfortable night sleep! Next morning it was time to pack up and head

out. Because wedidnd have any tents to pack up, it was a breeze getting off

on time at 9.00am! This time we headed for Pildappa Rock. What a wonderful
monolith! | think someone said it was the poor man & Uluru! It was at this time

that we decided to add some fun to o ur trips and organize for everybody to bring
along a mascot for their vehicle. This was after Jim introduced Pooh Bear, Angie
had Bruce, Cuffs had Bundy Bearand Henry had Mr Cockadoodledoo! Forgot his
name. In the future we will organize a photo shoot with our mascots and
introduce them to our world of off -roading and camping. Should be fun!

After Pildappa Rocks (and a verydisorganized and rowdy photo call!), we headed
back to Wudinna for lunch and after saying our goodbyes, we separated and
headed home.

Our trip was uneventful, except for an accident not far f rom Wudinna. | know
that Barb, Rob, Henry, Helen, Angie and Graham took a long time getting home
and arrived around 10.00pm. As long as they enjoyed themselves, it doesnda
matter!!

The weekend was a wonderful success with no dramas to any vehicles, | don&
think a bonnet was even opened! Thanks to Caroline for her organization of the
trip. Appreciated. Next year if we return, we dond have to bring much at all,
because everything is there!

Wildlife 7 kangaroos, emus (including one fellow who because our trip leader for
around 1km! i stupid things), lots of lizards, including dead ones, the usual
sheep, cows, etc.

Flora1 wildflowers, orchids, green grasses, plenty water (and mud!!)

Meanwhi |l e, we | ook forward to the next adven

Members

Carolyn (Xtrail), Cuffs (Xtrail), Brenton (Xtrail), Helen, Phil, Jim (Territory),CJ, June, Jerren
(Tribute), Henry and Helen (Santa Fe), Graham and Angie (Tribute), Brian and Marlene (Santa
Fe), Barb ad Rob (Nissan Patrol) 9 cars, 17 people.



Photo Gallery

Havend even started yet!!! At least Henry is there!!
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We are not lost é é .



Shearers Quarters




Beautiful sunset, gorgeous moon rise.







