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The Fleurieu Peninsula sits half an hour south of Adelaide where Gulf St Vincent 
meets Backstairs Passage. The Peninsula has more than twenty conservation 
parks where wildlife can be seen in natural bush settings. A 16km ferry ride across 
from Cape Jervis to Kangaroo Island of which much has been set aside as 
National or Conservation Parks.  

For this trip, we were to meet at 8.00am at  Robinson Road Old Noarlunga.  
Fantastic, only a 15 minute drive, no need to hurry!!  This weekend Phil and I were 
joined by our kids, Jim and Anton.  Jim was well equipped with the Nintendo DS 
(which ran out of battery around 30 minutes into the tripïdoh!!).  Ah well, he had to 
look out of the window for a change!!   
 
The day was wet and drizzly, but not cold.  At the rendezvous, there were already 
around 14 vehicles assembled, which was a fantastic turnout.  All the die-hards got 
out to converse, kitted out in the wet weather gear (mainly the guys), whilst the 
smart ones (mainly the girls), stayed in their cars.  Barra managed to wake the 
locals with his new air horn!!  Nice one Geoff!! 
 
After filling out the mandatory paperwork, we set off in a steady rain and it was 
wonderful to view the beautiful green hills and coastline.  Sight for sore eyes 
indeed. 
 
We drove steadily along the coast to Normanville, stopping briefly at Rapid Bay to 
study the $3.9 million jetty which has replaced the old one, which was massively 
bigger ï what does $3.9 million get you these days ï a shorter jetty!  Phil started 
rock hopping and nearly got left behind! 
 
At Normanville, we made bakery stop (and mandatory toilet stop ï it is a fantastic 
time to catch up on all the gossip with the girls, whilst we are waiting!!) and enjoyed 
morning tea in front of the ocean.  It was still mild weather wise, with the rain 
having stopped. 
 

After morning tea, we explored coastal bays and tracks and made our way to Cape 

Jervis where we stopped at the beginning of the Heysen Trail.  The Heysen Trail is 

a 1200km walking trail that extends from Cape Jervis to Parachilna Gorge in the 

Flinders Ranges.  The Trail, one of the worldôs great long distance walking trails, 

passes through some of South Australiaôs most diverse and breathtaking 

landscapes, traversing coastal areas, native bush land, rugged gorges, pine 

forests and vineyards, as well as rich farmland and historic towns.  The Trail has 

been designed for cater for both the serious backpacker walking the complete trail, 

and the for the day walker who might choose to do short walks along different 

sections of the Trail (sounds like me!!). 

We were extremely lucky to spot a pod of dolphins fishing in the bay at the start of 

the Trail.  Fantastic. 

 



We headed into Cape Jervis for another toilet stop (hi girls!!), and were instructed 

ñfive minutes only peopleò, from Cuffs our intrepid leader.  Around 30 minutes later 

we departed, after enjoying a floor show from some of our club members, 

engrossed in changing a flat tyre on Cuffôs vehicle!!  Luckily no plumbers cracks on 

show!!  We were able to watch the Kangaroo Island Ferry just about to land.  I 

havenôt seen this for many years, great sight. 

From Cape Jervis, we made our way to Deep Creek Conservation Park, where we 

paid our park fees and so the story goes, Geoff got hit by a 7ft kangaroo!!  We 

proceeded to down the ñ4wd track onlyò to Blowhole Beach.  The descent was 

interesting and nothing short of spectacular.  Watching the other vehicles making 

their cautious descent was interesting also.  Thank goodness for the rain, the earth 

is very forgiving and the hills were a glorious velvety green colour.  We stopped at 

the car park and everyone stretched their legs and admired the scenery.  Phil and 

Anton and some of the other club members hiked down to the beach (Phil canôt 

help himself!). Val and Ken made themselves comfortable with their deck chairs 

and a cup óo tea!!   

After Blowhole Beach, we made our way back to the Rangers Headquarters into a 

beautiful eucalypt forest for lunch.  Phew running toilets, showers and a truly 

delightful camping ground.  We have stored this place for future camping trips, it 

was lovely.  Jim took the opportunity to photograph a couple of Kingfishers which 

invited themselves into our camp for lunch.   

After lunch, we set off along some interesting tracks and back lanes (where some 

vehicles took the opportunity of puddles to have a swim and a slide!)  toward Victor 

Harbor.  Another pit stop for the girls (hi again!).  After waiting for some lost 

members (Brenton!), we then proceeded to Willunga Hill where there were some 

lovely water crossings.  The vehicles were already dirty, this cemented the fact!! As 

it was getting dark by then, we made our way to McLaren Vale, another toilet stop 

(not me!!) and made our way back to Robinson Road to make our farewells.  It was 

twilight by then and a drizzle had set in (just like the morning!).   

It was a good day.  We got to meet Cuffôs son, Josh, whom he talks about often.   I 

was grateful, there was a flushing toilet at every stop and I always enjoy catching 

up with everyone for plenty of gossip and laughs.  Fantastic scenery, great driving.  

Unfortunately, because of the heavy rain over the 24 hour period before the club 

trip, a lot of the tracks Cuffs intended us to experience, were closed.  Nevertheless, 

I am sure we all enjoyed anyway.  Thanks Cuffs.  é. Til next timeé. 

\Weather  
Mild, drizzly, overcast,  calm, no wind. 
 
Fauna ï usual cows, horses, sheep, kangaroos (some too close for comfort!), 
dolphins  
Members 
Cuffs and Josh (Nissan Xtrail), Helen and John (Hyundai Tucson), Mary and Len (Toyota RAV4), Helen and 
Henry (Hyundai Santa Fe), Keith and Di (Nissan Navara), Graeme and Angie (Mazda Tribute), Pete and Stef 
(and girls ï Toyota Trooper), Tracie and Mitchell (and boys ï Toyota Prado), Rob and Barb (Nissan Patrol), 
CJ, June, Jerren (Mazda Tribute), Rory and Bea (Toyota Landcruiser), Christine and Geoff (Toyota 
Landcruiser), Brian and Bethany (Hyundai Santa Fe), Helen, Phil (and boys ï Ford Territory), Brenton and 
Jason ( Nissan Xtrail) ï 15 vehicles, 39 people, nil dogs (not allowed!!) ï another great turnout.   



Photo Gallery 
 

 
Meeting place ï drizzly but not cold 
 

 
 
Getting ready with the Nintendo 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Wet weather people out - Phil took this photo! 
 

 
 
 
Morning tea at Normanville 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
Donôt look anybody ï Jim is out of the car!! 
 
 
 
 

 
  
Floor show ï no plumberôs crack!! 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Still no plumberôs crack ï even though I lifted the jumper (wearing a vest!!) 
 
 



 
 
All supervising well!! 
 
 

 
 
 
Another helper ï still decently attired! 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Whilst waiting ï ferry arrives!! 
 

 
 
 
Wildlife watching us! 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Here kitty!! (he is out of the car again!!) 
 

 
 
Beautiful and green ï there is a kangaroo there looking at us! 
 
 
 
 
 
 


