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Bendleby Ranges is an increasingly popular adventure tourism destination, three and a half
hours' drive north of Adelaide, offering peace and tranquility in anspoilt natural
environment. The Bendleby and Hungry Ranges offerroffding facilities in the form of
challenging 4WD tracks or take it easy driving, surrounded by fantastic scenery.

This club event was put together by Phil and myself with our actodation at the beautiful
Crotta Homestead. Crotta Homestead ishmrming ustic cottage, providing amply for our
requirements. Jane and Warren kindly put two extra toilets at our disposal. As this was the
first event that Phil and | had hostédrip leaders) it was slightly stressful trying to make sure

all the details came together smoothly.

Leader- One that leads or guide€One who is in charge or in command of othefEhere is also
amentionofdemd 2 RY 0dzi L ¢ 2 dziSRye@dre t@ke in @Héargeior chriinaktH H 0 ®
¢ hmm that meant keeping Phil in line!!

Focus- To concentrate attention or energyn a particular task.This became our word for the
weekend! Phil and myself (once!), found it tricky to sometimes focus on finishing.tas&grip
leaders, people rely on you and in trying to please, you can get distracted. Interesting word!

The brief was to meet at Orroroo on Saturday morning at 9.30am. A new member Joy had
decided to joinus, so Barb and Rob were meeting her at Sneddfat 6.00am!! and invited us

to join them so we could introduce ourselves to Joy beforehand. For thi®tilpand | were
accompanied by our sons, Jim and Phip2 NJ 2y OS> 6S 6SNBy Qi NHzyyAy
landed there before Rob and Barb.eWbund Joy and gathered her up. After Subway breakfast
(those boys!!), we were on our way. The weather was very cold and rainy. Just before Clare,
we encountered very thick fog. It was very beautiful with the sun trying to break through. At
Clare (oligatory loo stop!), we encountered most of the club and set off in convoy to Orroroo
We barely saw the countryside as the fog was so thick for most of the way. Sometimes it would
clear suddenly and then would rain. We drove under a particularly vambow, which is
supposed to be lucky!'When we did see the countryside, it was wonderful to see it green.

At Orroroo the rest of the club had gathered. We filled vehicles, had morning tea and set off

for the Bendlebys. For this trip we had in ouneoy, 15 vehicle§31 people) which is nearly a

record | think. Our cars ranged from RAV4 to the big Patrol and Landcruiser. Some people had
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van, onlybecause it was so cute!! We had two brand new vehicles (Joy and Deb), some new
faces (Joy, John, Gary and families), some children (Mariah, Luke, Jim and Philip), some women
drivers (Joy, Carolyn, Deb, Jo and myself) and no dogs, sorry Duke!!



After a mnor hiccough regarding directions, we arrived at Crotta Homestead to be greeted by
Di and Keith and their caravan, who had arrived the night before. After surveying our
surroundings, we all set up camp and had lunttalways enjoy this part, admiring Wwoeach
campsite is different, and how everybody is efficient at setting themselves up comforteByy.
then the day had cleared somewhat, within threatening.

It was a pleasure to meet Jane and Warren and after the obligatory paperiRQ&US\vas
out of the way, Warren mapped out our first driving track for the afternoon.

We set off soon after on a-2 hour drive which included Gum Gorge, North South Ridge, and
Black Oak Drive. This was a beautiful drive, with very picturesque scenery andcsfzcta
vistas from the tops of the ridges. We took our time to get out and take pictures and allow
members to get used to their vehicles. The track skill level wasredium and we found that

all vehicles handled this easily. The weather was quite @att, threatening rain, producing
terrific thunder clouds hanging ominously over the ridges and hills. Naturally we were treated
to wonderful rainbows!Jim was the gatekeeper!! Opening all the gates and leaving lollies for
our tail ender Barra (or hiswum-in-law, Joy!), who had to close them behind u&farren kept

tabs on our progress and this was comforting. | was the navigator and found it daunting,
especially when you have 14 vehicles tailing you!! However, the signage was good, with just a
coupleof confusing turns (could be due to being blonde!!).

We made our way back to Crotta Homestead all intact, with a request to Warralote us to

tackle something more challenging on Sunday. Once we arrived back to Crotta, the camp
became a hive of adfity as everybody got busy preparing our communal smorgasbord dinner.
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as a group and get to know one another better. We were not disappointed, as thewasd
spectacular. 1 did falter just a little when | saw how much food there was, but we did it justice!!
Not much left over at all!! Well done to all members for this effort. Whilst dinner was being
prepared, the older boys got going on the campfireo@a kindly supplied by Warren, thank
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walked away, unaware that theaper was actually alight! Poor Chris tried to yell at him that he
gka 2y FTANBZ o0dzi aKS O2dzZ RyQid 3ISi GKS g2NRa 2
him he turned around, still unaware that the paper was on fire, but luckily quickly exsimenl

the flames! Phew! First incident! 1 think someone (Phil, not naming anybody) was
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His own father!! Poor Philip!!
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After dinner it was time to put on the layers (I put on six layers of clothiteshask in the

beautiful campfire.Once again we all solved the problems of the world, cracked jokes and even
played a game (thanks BevarBarra enlightened us to the NASAA i NP fidthori$ 6f dvaste
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Astronauts! The skythen cleared evealing the beauty of the Milky Wand it felt good.

| think Phil copped FOCUS around three times today!!



After a night of around O degrees, we were greeted by Warren, who mapped out our full day of
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Black Oak Drive, with lunch at Sollys Well. The day was clear and not too fre@sirigp

leaders, Phil and | decided to have a meeting, welcoming all members, and explaining trip
procedures and safety rules. For this | felt like we were the DeantirMderry Lewis Show,

with me as the straight man and Phil as the clown! Anyway we managed to welcome everyone,

and explain protocol, get some words from Brenton our President, and then discover that Deb

was missing!! Oh well, so much for FOCUS!!
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first challenge came quite early with some large ruts. Phil was wonderful in directing traffic
through the tricky terrain. Although when he said accelerée meant slowly. | did not know

this and the car took a sickening bang, unlocking the tyre cage underneath the car, sending the
spare tyre loose behind me. Jo was madly tooting me to stop which | did, as it was pretty noisy
dragging the cage underneathe car! After help from other members, Phil was able tdixe

the cage and we continued. This part was time consuming, directing the drivers through.
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poor driver trying to watch Phil and me, and sometimes David, direcivag a very funp

thing!! We stopped for morning tea (and naturally wee stops!), took photographs and admired

the scenery, which was stunnin@@evan and Jim climbed a very large hill &a¥an treated us

to handstands!'We encountered more tricky terrain, and Phil and David K took it upon
themselves to assist drivers through these spots. The humour and camaraderie was fantastic to

be a part of. Although some of the spots required assigta to get through for the smaller

vehicles, the larger vehicles made mince meat of them!! We had to make sure that we stayed
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overwhelmed at some stages, m&d her courage and tenacity in getting through each tricky

spot, without once having someone do it for her. All vehicles proved up to the t&kare

glad though that we had the Territory lifted, it did make life easier! John in the RAV4, did
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the trick. It was freezing though!! The eye in the sky, found ash NNBy Qa4 y S¢g G2é& LI
checking!! After lunch, we carried on to the scarily named Kokoda Trail. Boy that was a steep
descent!! Not too much screaming!! It was fantastic! After a couple of tricky negotiations, we
fFyRSR |0 2dzNJ Wely(®dund #.00pri)> Affer2that @ Ra% an easy, but
interesting drive back to Crottalhe tracks for this day were rated low to medimgh.

Dinner was every person for themselvedVhilst dinner was being prepared, Jim took the
opportunity of trying ait his driving skills. Rob then helped him also. Good job Jim. After
dinnersome of us made our way to The Springs for the singing entertainment at the Woolshed,
which was in aid of the Flying Doctodim drove there, but my courage failed me andd¢hed

a ride with Henry, whilst Phil and Jerren went with Jidme members stayed behind to guard
the campfire, but made good use of the time by putting on the potatoes and corn to cook for us
when we returned!| believe the conversation was very animdt The campfire at the Springs
was huge and wonderfully warm. Once again the sky cleared and provided us with the
wonderful array of stars which seem brighter out bush! Once the entertainment was over, we
were treated to some scones. We made our wegck to Crotta Homestead, with some
members providing hilarious entertainment themselves!! No names!! We could hardly fit the



potatoes and corn in, but forced ourselves!! Thanks Jo!! | was not too bad with my six layers of
clothing, and the fire was vg warm. Then it was time to hit the sackome earlier than
others!! | think the temperature was around O degrees once again.

FOCUS& maybefour times, and | copped one!! Too much talking!

Monday morning was very sunny.went outside early to bgreeted by the melodic tones of
magpies and snoring!! Wonderful!By now Jim had a bad cold and was feeling under the
weather. After breakfast we stagtl packing up. Carolyn and Ron and Keith and Di were
leaving us to visit family in the surroundingsidict. At around 9.00am we made our way to

The Springs to meet Warren and plan a morning drive. For this drive, Warren planned a trip in
the Hungry Ranges (for some reason Phil had it fixated in his head it was called the Angry
Ranges!) The tracks vwefQuartz Gorge, North Fence, Back Track, Front Ttagksnavigator

again, with Phil driving. Not always eas@hce again the descents were tricky with the
vehicles with lower clearance findingsiiow goingto negotiate rocks, however with David and

Phil guiding, they were fine. The RAV4 exhaust made an interesting sound when it became
wedged on a rock!! Joy once again, showed courage and stamina in taking her vehicle into
terrain, she had never encountered. For her first trip, it was major!! Weewot disappointed

with the views. We encountered some wildlife, emus and kangaroos. At the intersection of the
Front Track, Jerren, CJ and June and Henry left us to return home. The rest of the convoy
continued on the Front Track toward Crotta. dTherrain was medium rated and it was
interesting. We saw some wonderful campsites and encountered some other drivers packing
up to make their way homeL G KAYy{1 GKS LIKNIasS F2N 6§KS Rl &z
Poor Joy!!

Once we returned to Crtd, we packed up andaid goodbye tdhe homestead We hada
convoy of nine vehicles. As we were leaving, | looked back and thought how small the cottage
looked and how lonely. It was beautiful though. Barra was happy, he was trip leader!! One
advanta@ of being trip leader, was NO DUST!! 1 think it was near Jamestown that Cuffs was
breath tested, and passed!! The funny thing was that he had overtaken all of us and we passed
him, as he was being breath testethd he then ended at the back of the cayagain!! We
continued uneventfully to Clare, where some members stopped and some continued. It was
certainly different tha the trip up there, no fog!! The sunset was spectacular.

As we arrived home and started the mundane task of unpacking, cleanshgtoring camping
equipment, my mind slipped back to Crotta Homestead. The pretty house set in the midst of
unforgiving land, with the spectacular Hungry Ranges as its backdrop. | thought of all the
people it welcomes. Would it be a small group, damuily, revelling in the pristine beauty of

the surrounds, quietly murmuring around the campfire, exploring the Ranges, or would it be a
large rowdy group, like ours, busily setting up camp, exploring the surrounds, and carousing
around the campfire at ght. Either way, the cottage patiently endures us all, until we are
disgorged, returning to our busy, bustling lives. Then it waits, waits for the velvety night to
surround it, waits for the wildlife to return, waits for the silencdt is a lonely plag but
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Thank you

As Trip Leaders, we would like to thank everybody for their patience, when we got lost or were

not sure what to do.

We would as a club, like to thank Jane and Warren for their hospitality and extra facilities that

we requred. | would also like to thank Jane for her patience when | was planning the trip. All
0K2aS [[dzSadAz2yaXxoH

We would also like to thank Barra for being Tail End Charlie. It must be boring sometimes,
continually stopping and starting, and thgrlodding trough the terrainwhen everybody

walked away before you did your stufflL & Aa Fy 125 Ofdzo |yR @&2dz F
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Rob and Barb who also patiently plod through, ever ready fier @fssistance if it is required.

David K and Phil for their patience and ability in guiding drivers through the terrain. | know that
every driver appreciated it.

We would like to thank the members themselves, for the wonderful spread on Saturday night

and to our new members, we hope you return.

| would like to thank Phil for teaching me patience and the true meaning of the word FOCUS!
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Flora and Fauna
Emus, kangaroos, sheep, dead foxes!
Sone wildflowers

Weather conditions
Fog, frost, wind, rain, sun, cotdvhat the heck it is winter!!

Mishaps

Philip nearly caught fire
Helen nearly lost spare tyre
John nearly lost his exhaust

Vehicles

Helen, Phil, Jim and Philip (Ford Territory), Cufficss@h Xtrail), Geoff, Chris, Joy (Toyota
Landcruiser), Rob and Barb (Nissan Patrol), CJ, June and Jerren (Nissan Tribute, joking Mazda
Tribute), David (Nissan Xtrail), Carolyn and Ron (Nissan Xtrail), Di and Keith (Nissan Navara),
David K and Jo (Hyundagrfacan), Henry (Hyundai Santa Fe), Gary, Sandra, Mariah, Luke
(Mitsubishi Pajero), Deb (Suzuki Grand Vitara), John, Jess, Bevan (RAV4), Brenton (Nissan Xtrail),
Joy (Great Wall) 15 vehicles, 31 people
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Including a swag!
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Amazing vistas

Cars coming down!



Those fantastic clouds
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